
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Herbicide rates are for broadcast application unless specified differently in the table 
heading for each crop. Conversion tables are provided to aid in converting large 
volumes, such as quarts and gallons, to ounces, tablespoons and teaspoons.  
 
Rates of soil-applied herbicides vary according to soil type because soils can affect 
herbicide activity. The lower rate is for sandy loams (light), intermediate rate for silt 
loams (medium) and the higher rate for clay loam and clay (heavy) soils. In some 
instances, the same rate may be suggested for both medium and heavy soils. 
 
Herbicides should be applied in enough water to assure distribution over the area 
treated. That amount may vary from 5 to 40 gallons per acre on a broadcast basis. 
Wettable powder formulations require at least 50 mesh screens throughout the spray 
system and nozzle tips with a capacity of 0.2 gallons per minute (GPM) or larger. 
Considerable agitation is necessary to keep wettable powders in suspension. 
Hardened stainless steel and nylon nozzles are more resistant to wear from the 
application of wettable powders than brass nozzles.  
 
Tanks made of aluminum, fiberglass or other corrosion-resistant materials will reduce 
the amount of nozzle clogging. Some herbicides may not be used in unlined steel 
tanks. Be sure that the water used as the spray solution is free from trash and other 
foreign material, particularly mud or soil particles.  
 
Correct calibration is of utmost importance. Excess rates may cause injury to the 
applied crop, injury from excess residue to succeeding crops and increased herbicide 
costs. Less than recommended rates can result in unsatisfactory weed control. Read 
the label and know that you are applying only the recommended amount. 
 
Every herbicide has a rain-free (rain-fastness) time requirement to achieve proper 
efficacy. Herbicide labels should be consulted prior to application to determine the 
rain-free time requirement. 

 
RESTRICTED USE PESTICIDES 

 
Some of the pesticides or certain uses of pesticides in this publication may be classified 
for restricted use. Those pesticides with restricted use labels will contain information 
regarding these restrictions. Be sure to read all labels thoroughly. It is illegal to use 
any pesticide in a manner that is inconsistent with the label directions. It is unlawful 
for a noncertified applicator to use a pesticide that has been classified with restricted 
uses. Information on pesticide applicator certification programs may be obtained from 
the LSU AgCenter. 
 

If herbicides are handled or applied improperly or if unused portions are not disposed 
of safely, they may be injurious to humans, domestic animals, desirable plants and fish 
or other wildlife and may contaminate water supplies. Use herbicides only when 
needed and handle them with care. Follow the directions and heed all precautions on 
the container label. Please consult Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for herbicides 
to determine toxicity information prior to use. 
 

DIFFERENT TYPES OF HERBICIDE REGISTRATIONS 
 

Additional herbicides for crop production have been introduced in the recent past and 
likely will be in the foreseeable future. During this time of change, growers will be 
introduced to terminology that has very specific meanings toward the development 
and use of these additional herbicides. The purpose of this section is to introduce, list 
and explain the definition and implications of this terminology and to promote 
increased grower understanding that may aid in complying with state and federal 
pesticide laws. 

HERBICIDE LABELS 
 

State and federal agencies regulate herbicide use through the issuance of herbicide 
labels, which are the directions for herbicide use and have the effect of federal law. 
Each herbicide is identified under various “sections” or parts of the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). FIFRA is the federal law that 
addresses, among other things, how a herbicide may be used. Contained within FIFRA 
are the sections that deal with specific situations. Herbicide users should understand 
three different types of labels, each addressed by a specific section of FIFRA.  
 
SECTION 3 – The most comprehensive registration granted. This registration 
shows the United States Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed and approved 
all required information to support all uses listed on the product label. 
 
SECTION 24[c] – Granted by the state under federal regulation and often called a 
“special local need” label. A 24[c] label applies only to the state or states that issue 
the label and is issued for a specific use pattern for crops or sites already approved 
under a Section 3 label. This label has a time period of use (usually five years), which 
may be renewed. 
 
SECTION 18 – A state will petition the U.S. EPA for an emergency exemption label 
to control a specific weed problem not adequately addressed by any Section 3-labeled 
herbicides that poses a threat to crop production. Before determining issuance of a 
Section 18 label, each Section 18 petition is scrutinized by U.S. EPA. If the label is 
issued, the herbicide use is very clearly defined. If the U.S. EPA does not approve the 
Section 18 petition, the state may issue a crisis exemption and allow use of the 
herbicide. In all cases, Section 18 labels are temporary and expire within one year of 
issuance. 



 

SUMMARY 
 

Different types of labels allow herbicide use under varying conditions. It is important 
for herbicide users to understand this part of the herbicide registration process, the 
results and how those results affect herbicide use. Much more information is available 
at these internet sites: U.S. EPA Office of Pesticide Programs 
http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/; FDA (Food and Drug Administration) www.fda.gov/. In 
addition, herbicide labels and MSDS sheets can found at 
http://www.cdms.net/LabelsMsds/LMDefault.aspx, http://www.agrian.com/home/ or 
the herbicide manufacturer’s website. 
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